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Photo 1 Chest before restoration

Chest with landscape of
Sumiyoshi in maki-e

By Shami Kiikaku, Shami Hon-a, Tairano Munekiyo,
Tairano Mitsumori, Tairano Akimori, Tairano Mitsuie
Maki-e D.53.0cm, W. 74.2cm, H. 74.2cm
Nambokucho period, dated 1357

Important cultural property

Restoration

There was severe deterioration of the urushi coating film over
the entire chest, including lifting of the coating film. In addition,
patina from the thin silver foils used for hyomon inscriptions and
designs had spread to the surroundings and into the coating film.
First, ki-urushi was impregnated into the cracks on the substrate
and parts of the coating film that had become lifted in order to
reinforce them. Then ki-urushi and mugi-urushi were used to
prevent further lifting of the coating film. Kokuso and urushi shitaji
were used to restore parts that had been previously restored and
covered with coating film as well as the missing parts of the
substrate. Previously restored parts that had been covered with
coating film and patina from silver were removed. Metal fittings

were reproduced.
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Photo 2 Silver hyomon inscription before restoration Photo 3 Removing patina from the silver hyomon
inscription
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Photo 4 Impregnating ki-
urushi to the surface for
reinforcement
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